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knowing	Jesus		
and	making	him	known		

in	our	community	and	beyond	
	
	

Annual	Church	Activities	Report	2021	
for	presentation	to	the	Annual	Parochial	Church	Meeting	

	
	
Bell	Ringers	-	Peter	Sanderson,	Ringing	Master		
It	 is	 great	 to	 report	 that	 the	bell	 ringing	 team	 is	 in	 good	health	 and	 that	we	
were	able	to	resume	our	regular	ringing	activities	during	2021,	very	cautiously	
at	first	but	now	feeling	much	closer	to	normal.		As	well	as	ringing	at	All	Saints,	
we	 also	 now	 provide	 a	 team	 to	 ring	 for	 weddings	 at	 Stockton-on-Forest	 as	
required.		 Some	 new	 members	 have	 joined	 the	 team	 but	 we’re	 always	
interested	 to	 hear	 from	 anyone	 who	 would	 like	 to	 learn.	 Whilst	 the	 bell	
installation	itself	 is	 in	excellent	condition,	some	of	the	bells	have	developed	a	
degree	 of	 “odd-struckness”.		 It	 would	 be	 good	 therefore	 to	 schedule	 the	
regular	5-yearly	service	(last	done	in	2014)	with	the	foundry	during	2022.	
	
The	Besom	-	Peter	Aspin		
The	Besom	in	York	continues	to	provide	a	connecting	bridge	between	those	in	
our	Church	who	want	to	give	and	those	 in	the	City	who	are	 in	need.	They	do	
this	 by	 making	 arrangements	 for	 church	 members	 to	 give	 their	time	 (by	
volunteering	 for	 projects	 such	 as	 gardening,	 decorating,	 furniture	
delivering),	money,	skills	and	items	of	furniture	to	those	who	are	in	need.	
	
The	 Co-ordinator	 at	 The	 Besom	 is	 Becky	Watson.	 She	 and	 her	 team	operate	
from	 their	 offices	 at	 The	 Living	 Word	 Church	 on	 Huntington	 Road.	 Contact	
details	 for	 those	 wishing	 to	 give:	 Tel:	 07927	 873407	 or	 see	 the	
website:	https://besominyork.	
	
As	Covid	levels	reduced	temporarily	both	Churches	were	able	to	reinstate	the	
usual	annual	Toy	Services	at	Christmas.	We	received	a	large	gift	of	toys	which	
were	 taken	 to	 Besom	 Offices	 in	 time	 for	 distribution	 for	 Christmas.	 And	 in	
December	 members	 of	 our	 Church	 and	 in	 particular	 the	 Small	 Groups	
responded	again	 to	 the	call	 from	Besom	to	put	 together	gift	hampers.	These	
were	delivered	out	to	families	by	a	number	of	volunteers	from	this	and	other	
York	churches.	 	 It	has	also	been	possible	 to	provide	suitable	parking	 facilities	
for	the	large	Besom	Delivery	Van	in	our	Rectory	Car	Park.	
			
Furniture	 collections	 were	 again	 reduced	 this	 year	 as	 restrictions	meant	 the	
van	could	only	be	staffed	by	family	groupings	and	younger	members.		
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Cake	and	Company	-	Joan	Sargent	and	Heather	Richardson	
2021	was	both	a	usual	and	an	unusual	year	for	Cake	and	Company.	 It	started	
and	ended	as	unusual,	as	Covid	restrictions	and	cautions	meant	that	we	were	
unable	to	hold	our	fortnightly	meetings	for	the	senior	members	of	our	church	
and	local	community.	However,	we	were	able	to	have	a	more	usual	time	from	
September	to	November	when	we	were	able	to	meet	and	hosted	even	more	
guests	 than	 before.	 This	 was	 partly	 because	 we	 welcomed	members	 of	 the	
Women’s	 Group	 as	 their	 evening	meetings	 stopped,	 and	 several	 others	 also	
joined	us	for	the	first	time.	These	meetings	were	great	times	of	friendship,	as	
we	shared	conversations	and	helped	each	other	with	one	of	 Joan’s	 infamous	
quizzes	 while	 consuming	 tea,	 coffee	 and	 delicious	 cakes	 and	 nibbles.	 Most	
importantly,	we	 shared	our	 faith	 through	our	 ‘thoughts	 for	 the	 day’	 and	 the	
love	and	care	shown	for	each	other	in	conversations	and	actions.		
	
When	we	were	not	able	to	meet,	we	kept	 in	contact	with	almost	100	people	
through	our	‘card	drops’.	The	‘card	drops’	always	included	a	letter	and	a	quiz	
with	 some	extra	 specials:	 chocolate	eggs	at	Easter,	 another	 cream	 tea	 in	 the	
summer	following	from	the	success	of	the	2020	cream	tea,	and	a	‘goody	bag’	
at	Christmas.	We	have	a	 great	 team	of	helpers	who	distribute	 the	 cards	and	
keep	 in	 touch	with	a	group	of	people	as	another	way	of	 showing	 the	 love	of	
Jesus.	We	have	been	blessed	 in	 return	by	so	many	 letters	and	phone	calls	 to	
express	thanks	and	appreciation:	‘Thank	you	for	remembering	me’	and	‘It	was	
such	a	lovely	surprise’	have	been	often	repeated.		
	
Cake	and	Company	runs	on	prayer.	We	pray	as	a	 team	before	each	meeting,	
and	pray	with	and	for	those	who	come	to	the	meetings	and	those	prevented	
from	coming	by	illness,	anxiety	or	some	other	reason.	We	pray	as	we	contact	
people	 on	 the	 phone	when	we	 cannot	meet	 in	 person.	We	 are	 thankful	 for	
those	who	pray	for	the	work	of	Cake	and	Company.	
	
Foodbank	-	Janet	Stephen	and	Liz	Barker	
Our	 parish	 has	 continued	 to	 support	 the	 vital	 work	 of	 the	 York	 Foodbank	
during	 2021.	 Many	 church	 members	 have	 continued	 to	 give	 generous	
donations	of	both	food,	household	essentials	and	financial	support	throughout	
another	 challenging	year.	Also,	 the	parish	has	given	 financially	as	part	of	our	
annual	 church	 tithe.	 When	 our	 church	 buildings	 were	 closed	 during	 the	
pandemic	 donations	 were	 collected	 at	 various	 drop	 off	 points	 around	 the	
parish.	 The	 total	 amount	of	 food	we	donated	 this	 year	was	556.3	 kg	plus	 an	
extra	 395.75kg	 during	 our	 harvest	 celebrations	 which	 included	 generous	
donations	from	Huntington	Primary	Academy.		
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As	a	parish,	we	have	also	been	given	supplies	of	food	from	the	foodbank	stocks	
to	help	run	our	Youth	outreach	projects	both	for	the	summer	Youth	Fest	and	
the	 Christmas	 Lunch	 Club	 which	 enabled	 local	 teenagers	 to	 cook	 their	 own	
lunches	during	the	holiday	period	when	school	meals	were	not	provided.	The	
total	donations	we	received	back	were	105.5kg.	
	
Janet	continues	to	volunteer	in	the	warehouse	where	donations	are	received,	
date	 sorted	 and	 stored	 before	 being	 sent	 out	 to	 the	 4	 distribution	 centres	
around	 the	 city.	 Some	 vouchers	 are	 also	 fulfilled	 from	 the	 warehouse	 so	
getting	these	ready	for	delivery	also	takes	place.		
	
Across	York	 the	 foodbank	has	had	another	busy	year	 fulfilling	1928	vouchers	
and	 feeding	 a	 total	 of	 4975	 people.	 Liz	 and	 several	 other	 church	 members	
volunteer	 each	 week	 at	 the	 distribution	 centre	 at	 Living	 Word	 Church	 in	
Huntington.	This	centre	has	continued	to	be	the	busiest	in	the	city	and	in	2021	
we	processed	500	vouchers	which	fed	a	total	of	1330	people,	767	adults	and	
563	 children.	 We	 have	 had	 to	 adjust	 to	 the	 pandemic	 requirements	 but	
throughout	 the	 various	 restrictions	 we	 have	 managed	 to	 offer	 a	 friendly	
welcome	and	 support	 as	well	 as	 the	practical	 food	and	other	 goods	 that	 are	
needed	by	the	clients.	We	are	also	able	to	refer	clients	for	expert	advice	to	a	
support	 worker	 who	 works	 for	 York	 Foodbank	 in	 conjunction	 with	 the	
Peasholme	Charity.		
	
As	well	 as	 food	and	 support	 York	 Foodbank	now	has	 an	arrangement	with	3	
Co-op	shops	around	the	city	and	we	give	clients	shopping	vouchers	to	use	for	
fresh	food	products	to	go	alongside	the	tins	and	packets	we	have	given	them.	
It	 is	 a	 joy	 to	 be	 able	 to	 bless	 the	 families	 so	 generously.	 The	 Living	 Word	
premises	has	been	refurbished	during	the	year	and	the	Hub	café	was	opened	
in	October.	Foodbank	clients	are	now	welcome	to	use	the	café	and	are	given	
free	 hot	 drinks	 and	 cake	 or	 even	 a	 light	meal.	Members	 of	 the	 Living	Word	
Church	 are	 also	 around	 to	 chat	 and	welcome	 foodbank	 users.	 This	 creates	 a	
lovely	welcoming	atmosphere	and	chance	to	share	our	faith	in	a	more	natural	
relaxed	setting.	
	
Messy	Church	–	Dot	Bevington	
Messy	 church	continued	“in	a	bag”	with	deliveries	until	May	when	we	had	a	
hybrid	 month	 –	 we	 met	 outside	 and	 delivered	 bags	 for	 those	 who	 didn’t	
attend.	The	afternoon	was	a	flexible	time	when	families	could	come	and	go	so	
that	not	too	many	were	trying	to	do	the	same	activity	at	any	one	time.	We	had	
messages	asking	when	we	were	getting	back	to	Messy	church	proper	and	so	in	
September	 we	 had	 an	 outdoor	 messy	 church	 where	 activities	 and	 the	
celebration	were	 done	 on	 the	 grass	 and	 food	was	 collected	 from	 inside	 and	
brought	outside	so	we	were	back	to	a	similar	structure	as	before.		
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In	October,	we	were	back	inside	and	launched	our	theme	for	October	through	
to	December	–	Shalom	–	peace,	wholeness	and	healing	–	something	everyone	
needed,	culminating	with	peace	on	earth	declared	by	the	angels.		
	
We	have	tried	to	be	more	intentional	about	keeping	a	record	of	attendees	so	
we	have	an	email	list	to	contact	families	alongside	reminders	on	social	media.	
We	have	tried	to	see	patterns	 in	who	comes	when	and	how	often	but	as	yet	
that	 is	 irregular	although	numbers	 remain	at	a	 similar	 level	each	month	–	an	
average	of	70	people.	
		
It	has	felt	a	bit	like	starting	again	in	building	up	the	spiritual	and	belonging	side	
of	Messy	church.	We	are	keen	to	provide	spaces	for	families	to	pray,	worship,	
read	the	Bible	and	learn	together	but	also	to	feel	they	belong	to	the	group	(and	
All	 Saints	 and	 St	 Andrew’s)	 as	 a	 whole,	 rather	 than	 just	 coming	 along	 to	
something	 done	 for	 them.	 Please	 pray	 we	 get	 this	 right.	 We	 have	 been	
encouraged	by	more	dads	and	grandads	who	have	started	to	come.	
	
We	have	a	wonderful	team	of	people	who	can	be	called	upon	to	enable	Messy	
church	 to	 function.	 We	 had	 a	 delicious	 fish	 and	 chip	 get	 together	 back	 in	
August	 in	 the	garden	and	we	need	 to	develop	more	 involvement	 in	planning	
the	 sessions.	 As	 with	 all	 things,	 the	 busier	 everyone	 gets,	 the	 harder	 that	
becomes!	We’re	not	giving	up	the	ideal	though!	Please	continue	to	pray	that	as	
we	 spend	 time	 together	 people	 of	 all	 ages	 will	 develop	 a	 relationship	 with	
Jesus,	our	Lord	and	Saviour.	
	
Mission	Prayer/Activity	-	Janet	Stephen	
The	 group	 continued	 to	 meet	 monthly	 throughout	 the	 year,	 resuming	 in	
person	 meeting	 once	 restrictions	 permitted.	 Numbers	 have	 remained	 static	
but	 more	 people	 would	 always	 be	 welcome.	We	 have	 continued	 to	 receive	
monthly	updates	from	Ollie	and	Hailie	Wright	about	their	work	with	 IJM.	The	
group	continue	to	pray	 for	 the	church	activities	with	children,	youth,	 families	
and	outreach	in	local	schools	-	and	for	the	wider	mission	and	outreach	of	our	
church	including	the	organisations	the	church	supports	financially.	
	
The	group	extended	their	congratulations	to	Andy	Roberts	on	his	appointment	
as	 Director	 of	 International	 Mission	 for	 the	 Church	 Mission	 Society	 which	
means	they	have	relocated	back	to	the	UK.	Some	of	us	joined	in	the	Service	of	
Thanksgiving	for	their	time	at	ReVive	which	was	held	in	September,	on	Zoom.	
The	group	also	supported	the	Tearfund	Big	Quiz	night	in	November	again.	
	
The	church	supports	the	following	organisations	through	the	church	tithe	-	IJM,	
Open	Doors,	CMS	(for	ReVive)	and	Tearfund	(overseas),	also	YoYo,	The	 Island	
and	York	Food	Bank	(local).	
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Pastoral	Visiting	Team	-	Glenise	Thompson	and	Judy	Lindsey		
Starting	on	a	positive	note,	we	are	so	delighted	that	Cake	and	Company	is	able	
to	be	up	and	running	again.	 	The	team	there	do	a	wonderful	 job	to	provide	a	
warm	social	 gathering,	whilst	being	able	 to	monitor	how	 their	members	are.	
An	increasing	need	for	many	of	our	older	friends	is	transport.		We	often	have	
last	 minute	 calls	 on	 a	 Sunday	 morning	 asking	 for	 lifts	 to	 either	 Church.	 	 If	
anyone	 feels	 that	 they	 could	 go	 on	 a	 rota	 for	 lifts,	 that	would	 be	 extremely	
helpful	and	much	appreciated.	
	
Several	 of	 our	 senior	 members	 have	 deteriorated	 health	 wise	 during	 the	
pandemic.		There	is	an	increased	need	for	Communion	at	home.		Some	of	our	
members	are	trying	to	address	this.	
	
Sadly,	 the	 situation	 continues	 that	 sometimes	 the	 team	are	 the	 last	 to	 know	
when	 someone	 is	 seriously	 ill,	 or	 admitted	 to	 hospital.	 	We	 understand	 that	
this	is	probably	because	dear	friends	and	family	are	then	rushed	off	their	feet	
with	visiting,	washing	etc.	 	 It	would	be	very	helpful	though,	 if	someone	could	
just	 let	us	know,	even	 if	we	have	already	been	 told.	 	We	can	 then	 try	 to	put	
help	and	prayers	in	place.	
	
Let	us	finish	by	thanking	our	brilliant	pastoral	team	who	work	very	hard	doing	
what	they	can,	along	with	several	other	people	not	on	the	team,	but	also	do	so	
much	to	help.	 	Why	not	come	and	join	us?		It	 is	a	great	privilege	to	help	look	
after	our	congregations.	
	
New	Worshipping	Community	–	James	Simister		
Seeking	to	develop	a	New	Worshipping	Community	during	the	Covid	pandemic	
has	been	difficult	and	challenging!	Before	2021	a	small	group	had	formed	as	a	
core	team	and	had	been	meeting	in	person	and	then	online	to	learn	together,	
pray	and	plan	in	order	to	develop	a	New	Worshipping	Community.		
	
As	 we	 started	 2021	 we	 had	 a	 plan	 of	 developing	 an	 online	 worshipping	
community,	 using	 a	 Facebook	 group	 as	 a	 platform,	 called	 ‘Presence	 Online’.	
The	first	3	months	of	2021	were	used	by	the	small	core	team	to	meet	weekly	
online	to	plan	for	this	to	be	launched	at	the	end	of	March.	An	invitation	to	be	
part	of	an	online	‘Church	Challenge’	Event	in	Holy	Week	proved	to	be	perfect	
timing	for	us	to	promote	our	New	online	Worshipping	Community	 just	as	we	
were	launching.	
	
From	April	to	June	we	ran	‘the	Wellbeing	Journey’	as	a	weekly	online	course.	It	
seemed	 the	 ideal	 course	 to	 run	 off	 the	 back	 of	 all	 the	 lockdowns	 and	 the	
effects	they	had	on	many	people.	
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At	the	start	of	June	two	of	our	core	team	members,	Dan	and	Alice	moved	away	
to	new	opportunities	and	as	such	left	our	team.	They	were	a	wonderful	asset	
to	us	and	since,	deeply	missed.		
	
Through	June	and	July,	we	ran	the	‘Unanswered	Prayer	Course’	in	order	to	help	
people	 gain	 fresh	 understanding	 and	 insight	 particularly	 if	 they	were	 feeling	
like	their	prayers	had	gone	unanswered	through	the	Covid	pandemic.		In	June,	
we	 trialled	 an	 ‘online	pub	night’	 as	 a	 social	 event,	which	although	 small	was	
enjoyed	by	those	who	attended.	
	
Due	to	holidaying	and	other	things	going	on,	August	was	a	fallow	month	where	
we	 did	 nothing.	With	 hindsight,	 I	 think	we	 lost	momentum	 because	 of	 that,	
coupled	with	 the	world	 getting	back	 to	normal	 in	 terms	of	 restrictions	being	
loosened.	These	factors	possibly	caused	people’s	interest	in	the	online	offering	
to	diminish.	
	
In	September,	we	rather	hurriedly	put	together	a	‘suicide	awareness’	forum	to	
coincide	 with	 ‘World	 Suicide	 Awareness	 Day’	 on	 10	 September,	 which	 was	
small	in	terms	of	attendance	but	nevertheless	a	very	worthwhile	evening.	We	
then	 launched	 ‘Alpha	 online’	 after	 that.	 The	 Alpha	 sessions	were	 good,	with	
great	 discussions	 and	 the	 three	 guests	 growing	 in	 understanding	 of	
Christianity.	However,	due	to	fluctuating	availability	of	 the	guests,	 the	course	
was	 not	 completed	 by	 December	 and	 at	 that	 point	 it	 was	 decided	 not	 to	
continue.	It	was	a	great	learning	curve	in	terms	of	the	lead-in	time,	the	level	of	
publicity	and	invitation	needed	before	starting	Alpha!	
	
Towards	 the	end	of	2021	after	much	 thinking,	we	decided	 to	plan	 for	a	new	
online	 and	 in-person	 worship	 gathering	 to	 start	 in	 January	 2022	 called	
‘Presence	Live’,	catering	 for	and	seeking	to	reach	people	 in	their	older	teens,	
twenties	and	thirties.	
	
The	Island	–	Nigel	Poulton	MBE	
The	 Island	 is	 a	 well-established	 registered	 charity,	 supporting	 some	 of	 the	
City’s	most	disadvantaged,	vulnerable	and	isolated	children,	young	people	and	
their	families	through	positive	mentoring	relationships	and	activities.	Many	of	
these	families	live	within	the	Parish.	
	
There	are	many	ways	 in	which	volunteers	may	 support	The	 Island,	 including:	
one-to-one	mentoring	 with	 a	 young	 person	 (training	 provided);	 helping	 with	
tasks	 in	 the	 office;	 collecting	 and	 delivering	 weekly	 food	 donations;	
and	assisting	with	 fundraising	events.		From	our	own	church,	volunteers	have	
served	 on	 the	 Board	 of	 Trustees,	 managed	 weekly	 food	 donations	 from	
Sainsbury’s	and	delivering	these	to	The	 Island	families;	supporting	one	of	 the	
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five	youth	groups	The	 Island	runs,	providing	 initial	support	 for	young	children	
and	young	people	waiting	to	be	matched	with	a	volunteer	mentor.			
We	 are	 also	 very	 grateful	 for	 the	 financial	 support	 the	 church	 provides	in	
supporting	The	 Island’s	work	across	the	city	and	 in	our	 local	community.		The	
impact	of	 the	volunteer’s	work	 in	 the	 lives	of	each	child	and	young	person	 is	
one	 of	 restoration,	 increased	 self-esteem,	 positive	 influence,	 skills	
strengthened,	resilience	and	confidence	to	realise	their	potential.	
	
As	 with	 all	 charities,	 more	 volunteers	 are	 always	 needed.		We	 have	 a	
particularly	new	and	exciting	project	starting	in	the	Parish	this	year	which	will	
provide	additional	opportunities	to	volunteer	with	The	Island.		The	vision	is	to	
create	a	safe,	inspirational	space	for	all	children	and	young	people	in	the	City,	
where	 The	 Island	 can	 support,	 guide	 and	 positively	 influence	 their	 lives,	
regardless	of	their	socio-economic	circumstances	or	life	experiences.	We	have	
secured	 8	 acres	 of	what	was	 previously	 the	 old	 Bradley's	 Farm	 Shop	 site	 on	
New	Lane.	 If	you	would	 like	 to	 find	out	more	details	and	 further	 information	
please	 visit	 our	 website:	www.theislandyork.org/consultation		 or	 contact	 the	
team	by	visiting		www.theislandyork.org.	
	
All	Saints	Tots	Group,	-	please	see	St	Andrew’s	Tots	and	Tiny	Tots	Group	
	
St	Andrew’s	Tots	and	Tiny	Tots	Group	–	Liz	Barker	
As	we	entered	a	new	year	the	coronavirus	pandemic	continued	and	we	were	
sad	 that	 we	 were	 still	 unable	 to	 meet	 in	 any	 form	 due	 to	 the	 national	
restrictions.	This	was	a	particularly	difficult	time	for	families	with	small	children	
who	were	isolated	from	the	support	of	family	and	friends.	I	continued	posting	
weekly	 videos	 on	our	 Facebook	 group.	Our	 stories	 this	 term	were	 about	 the	
creation	of	our	wonderful	world	and	 the	 song	 time	videos	had	 lots	of	 action	
songs	using	toys	and	puppets	which	were	enjoyed	by	the	children.		
	
After	Easter,	we	were	finally	able	to	restart	our	drop-in	toy	time	sessions.	The	
families	were	able	to	choose	a	bag	of	toys	to	borrow	and	pick	up	a	craft	pack,	
which	 linked	 to	 our	 online	 stories,	 as	 well	 as	 have	 a	 brief	 socially	 distanced	
chat.	 This	 worked	well	 and	 it	 was	 really	 good	 to	 have	 some	 limited	 contact	
with	each	other	again.		
	
As	 the	 restrictions	began	 to	ease	we	held	 a	 team	meeting	 for	 all	 involved	 in	
preschool	 ministry,	 including	 those	 previously	 running	 the	 All	 Saints	 Tots	
group,	to	look	at	the	way	forward	for	our	provision	across	the	parish.	We	were	
acutely	 aware	 of	 the	 need	 to	 support	 all	 parents	 but	 particularly	 for	 new	
parents	who	had	 recently	had	babies	during	 this	 isolating	 time	and	so	at	 the	
end	 of	 April	 a	 new	 group	 for	 Tiny	 Tots	was	 launched	 by	 Sarah	 Griffiths,	 Joy	
Tiffin	 and	 Lynne	 Balding.	 This	 started	 very	 small	 and	 was	 socially	 distanced	
with	 a	 limited	 number	 of	 families	 and	 was	 for	 non-mobile	 babies.	 It	 was	
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immediately	 both	 oversubscribed	 and	 greatly	 appreciated.	 Following	 a	
reduction	in	Covid	restrictions,	and	with	Isobel	Powell	and	Judy	Lindsey	joining	
the	 team,	 we	 were	 able	 to	 increase	 the	 capacity	 of	 the	 group	 and	
accommodate	babies	up	to	one	year	old.	Some	of	the	parents	who	have	gone	
back	to	work	or	whose	children	have	turned	one	have	started	to	come	along	to	
Tots	 and	 others	 are	 planning	 to	 do	 so.	 Group	members	 have	 also	 used	 the	
WhatsApp	group	as	a	source	of	personal	support,	to	share	ideas	and	to	arrange	
to	 meet	 up	 at	 other	 settings	 and	 for	 walks,	 coffee	 and	 evening	 meals.	 This	
means	 that	 the	 group	 can	 continue	 to	 include	 and	 support	 folks	 who	 have	
returned	to	work	and	reach	a	wider	number	of	people.	
	
We	 also	 decided	 that	 we	 could	 run	 a	 Tots	 group	 again	 but	 with	 our	 large	
membership	 and	 lots	of	 new	 local	 interest	we	 should	hold	 it	 outside	 so	 that	
more	 families	 could	 join	 in	 and	we	would	be	 covid	 safe.	 From	 the	middle	of	
May	 we	 held	 outdoor	 Forest	 Tots	 sessions	 using	 the	 woods	 and	 the	 grass	
behind	St	Andrews.	This	was	 lots	of	fun	as	we	could	set	up	trails	and	explore	
the	woods	and	do	lots	of	messy	sensory	crafts	and	activities.	Some	of	the	most	
popular	 were	 the	 bare	 foot	 trail,	 the	 dinosaur	 hunt,	 coloured	 spaghetti	 tray	
and	 making	 bird	 feeders.	 The	 children	 loved	 being	 free	 to	 run	 and	 explore	
together	and	the	parents	really	appreciated	being	able	to	meet	up	again.	We	
enjoyed	the	usual	songs	and	stories	and	had	craft	packs	ready	for	them	to	take	
home	and	continue	the	fun.	We	were	 incredibly	blessed	to	have	the	outdoor	
spaces	and	good	weather	every	Wednesday	morning	from	May	until	the	end	of	
October.	Thank	you,	God!	
	
During	 the	autumn	 term,	we	continued	 to	meet	outside	until	November	and	
then	as	the	weather	grew	colder	we	transferred	indoors.	We	decided	to	keep	
the	most	popular	activities	from	outdoors	like	the	trails	and	sensory	crafts	and	
this	 has	 been	 fun	 while	 also	 encouraging	 families	 to	 spread	 out	 around	 the	
building	 rather	 than	 all	 clustering	 together.	We	 have	 now	 gathered	 a	 larger	
team	 of	 helpers,	 including	 Isobel	 our	 parish	 family	 work	 apprentice,	 which	
gives	us	the	flexibility	to	run	several	creative	activities	each	week	and	planning	
together	as	a	 team	has	given	us	 lots	of	 fresh	 ideas.	This	has	been	a	real	step	
forward	in	providing	a	quality	experience	for	the	children	while	sharing	God’s	
love	 with	 so	 many	 local	 families.	 	 We	 had	 a	 lovely	 term	 and	 enjoyed	
celebrating	Christmas	together	this	year.	Despite	the	challenges	thrown	at	us	
by	the	pandemic	we	have	continued	to	serve	the	families	in	our	community	in	
creative	ways	to	the	best	of	our	abilities	and	for	the	glory	of	God.		
 
  



	 9	

52nd	York	St	Andrews	Brownies	&	18th	York	St	Andrews	Guides	(Friday)	–		
Sally	Jackson,	Brownie	&	Guide	Leader		
2021	 started	with	 the	 country	 being	 back	 in	 lockdown	due	 to	 Covid	 so	 both	
units	did	not	return	to	meetings	until	after	the	Easter	holidays.	The	nights	were	
lighter,	 and	 we	 were	 hopeful	 of	 better	 weather	 so	 that	 we	 could	 run	 our	
program	in	the	outdoors	over	the	Summer	Period.	
	
The	Brownies	did	 a	 scavenger	hunt,	 nature	 collage,	mini	 golf,	 code	breaking,	
sand	art,	window	catchers	and	earned	their	Summer	Sizzle	badge.	The	Guides	
did	 Tai	 Chi	&	meditation,	outdoor	 science	experiments,	 soap	 carving,	Graffiti	
Art	and	made	mocktails,	and	barbecued.	They	earned	their	mixology	badge.	
	
We	 returned	 in	 September	 and	 the	 Brownies	 took	 part	 in	 a	 conservation	
project	on	 the	Monks	Cross	Business	Park.	They	created	a	giant	Bug	hut	and	
made	bird	boxes	 for	 the	employee’s	well-being	garden.	The	Guides	 joined	us	
on	the	complex	and	did	a	wide	game	and	made	samores	using	tin	can	cooking.	
		
For	 the	remainder	of	 the	year	 the	Brownies	completed	their	Life	Skills	Badge	
learning	about	money	and	savings,	how	to	sew,	how	to	use	basic	tools,	make	a	
pizza	 and	 be	 party	 planners.	 They	 made	 Poppy	 Biscuits,	 designed	 strictly	
dresses,	 and	 made	 Christmas	 decorations.	 The	 Guides	 gained	 their	 network	
badge	 that	 focussed	 on	 developing	 team	 skills	 and	 looking	 at	 relationships.	
They	 also	 made	 butter	 and	 did	 upcycling	 activities.	 They	 enjoyed	 a	 strictly	
dancing	 competition	 and	 for	 Christmas	 rehearsed	 and	 presented	 “mini”	
pantomimes.	
	
We	did	 finish	 the	year	a	week	earlier	due	to	 the	Omicron	concerns	but	were	
grateful	 to	 have	 managed	 twenty-five	 out	 of	 thirty-six	 meetings	 and	 our	
membership	 survived	 and	 thrived.	We	are	 now	 looking	 forward	 to	 a	 safer	&	
brighter	2022.	
	
Women’s	Group	–	Barbara	Hemingway	
The	Group	has	now	closed.		Please	see	report	on	Cake	and	Company	above.	
	
Youth	&	Children’s	Activities	–	James	Simister,	Youth	&	Pioneer	Leader	
2021	was	another	interesting	year	as	we	continued	to	navigate	the	regulations	
and	 guidance	 relating	 to	 the	 Covid	 pandemic.	 Once	 again,	 we	 have	 been	
creative	 in	reaching	and	connecting	with	young	people,	children	and	families.	
We	are	blessed	with	many	volunteers	who	work	hard	to	make	things	happen.	
We	continue	to	be	grateful	to	Crestview	Church	in	Texas,	USA	for	their	support	
throughout	 2021.	 It	 goes	without	 saying	 but	 it	 is	worth	 saying	 that	we	 have	
experienced	God’s	 faithfulness	 and	 goodness	 as	we	 have	 prayed,	 sought	His	
guidance	and	asked	for	His	help	in	all	that	we	have	done.	
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Due	to	the	lockdown	in	January,	much	of	our	ministry	moved	online.	We	used	
Zoom	 for	 Thursday	 youth	 groups,	 the	 youth	 band,	 Sunday	 services,	 small	
groups	 and	 Kidz	 Klub.	We	were	 able	 to	 run	 Forest	 Church,	 which	 became	 a	
fortnightly	 gathering	 and	 was	 well	 appreciated.	 It	 started	 to	 attract	 new	
families	as	well	 as	 regulars.	 The	Tots	 team	 ran	a	Toy	 Library	 to	keep	contact	
with	 families	 and	 to	 enable	 families	 to	 use	 the	 array	 of	 toys	 that	 would	
normally	be	played	with	at	Tots.	Messy	Church	returned	to	‘Messy	Church	in	a	
Bag’.	
	
From	January	to	March	we	also	ran	the	Freedom	in	Christ	‘disciple’	course	on	
Zoom	 on	 Sunday	 evenings.	 This	 was	 for	 older	 teens	 and	 young	 adults.	 A	
handful	of	the	older	teens	joined	in.	
	
From	April	to	July	we	made	the	most	of	our	outdoor	space	at	St	Andrew’s.	We	
are	 fortunate	 to	 have	 the	 grass	 area	 and	 we	 are	 grateful	 to	 Ladybirds	 for	
allowing	 use	 of	 the	 forest	 area	 too.	We	 ran	weekly	 youth	 groups	 and	 small	
groups,	 fortnightly	 youth	 church	 and	 Family	 Forest	 Church,	 monthly	 Messy	
Church	and	weekly	Tots	outside.	
	
Sarah	Griffiths	(Children	and	Family	Worker)	and	a	new	team	initiated	a	brand	
new	 ‘Tiny	 Tots’	 group	 indoors	 for	 parents	 and	 their	 ‘pre-movers’.	 This	 was	
spaced	out	with	limited	numbers	and	a	booking	system	in	place.	
	
Kidz	 Klub	 restarted,	 meeting	 in	 fortnightly	 alternating	 ‘bubbles’	 of	 children	
from	different	schools	in	order	to	limit	the	crossover	of	children.	
	
In	May	 the	 new	 Youth	 Band,	 which	 grew	 out	 of	 the	 Church	 Lads’	 &	 Church	
Girls’	Brigade	once	it	disbanded	towards	the	end	of	the	previous	year,	started	
meeting	to	practice	in-person	for	the	first	time.	
	
At	 the	 end	 of	 June,	 Sunday	 services	 became	 joint	 outdoor	 services	 at	 St	
Andrew’s,	with	activities	for	children,	often	in	the	Forest.	This	brought	an	end	
to	the	Family	Forest	Church,	which	had	been	running	well	through	the	previous	
lockdown	period.	
	
Although	we	 couldn’t	 restart	 the	 popular	 Youth	Drop-In,	 in	 July	we	 did	 start	
running	 football	 cage	 sessions	 for	 a	 small	 group	 of	 year	 10	 boys	 from	
Huntington	School	who	were	still	in	contact	with	James	Simister.	By	September	
this	grew	to	a	larger	group	of	16-20,	who	continued	through	the	autumn	term	
and	spending	time	in	discussions	about	faith	as	well	as	playing	football.		 	
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As	we	were	not	able	to	take	young	people	away	
to	 a	 summer	 festival	 we	 decided	 to	 run	 our	
own!	At	the	end	of	July,	we	ran	‘Youth	Fest’	at	
St	 Andrew’s	 in	 partnership	 with	 St	 Michael	 le	
Belfrey,	 turning	 the	 site	 into	 a	 mini	 festival	
ground	and	putting	on	a	 fantastic	 few	days	 for	
teenagers.	

	
	
There	was	a	mix	of	worship	and	 talks,	 forest	
café,	sports	and	activities,	free	time,	and	even	
an	outdoor	cinema.	Everything	apart	from	the	
toilets	was	outdoors!	
	
	
	

	
In	 September,	 we	 went	 back	 indoors	 for	 most	 groups	 that	 weren’t	 already	
meeting	 indoors,	 such	 as	 weekly	 youth	 groups	 and	 monthly	 Messy	 Church.	
Tots,	however,	remained	outdoors	as	‘Forest	Tots’	until	the	end	of	October.	
	
Sarah	Griffiths,	our	Children	and	Family	Worker	went	off	on	maternity	leave	in	
September	and	was	able	to	have	a	small	overlap	with	 Isobel	Powell	who	was	
employed	as	a	Maternity	Cover	post	as	Children	&	Family	Work	Apprentice	for	
an	 11-month	 period	 during	 her	 gap	 year,	 starting	 at	 the	 end	 of	 August.	 	 In	
September,	we	were	able	to	restart	the	weekly	Oasis	lunchtime	support	group	
in	New	Earswick	primary	school	in	response	to	the	Head	Teacher’s	request	as	
well	as	fortnightly	Key	Stage	1	assemblies	in	Huntington	Primary	Academy.	
	
In	November,	we	 ran	 a	 joint	 youth	 Bonfire	 event	with	 St	Michael	 le	 Belfrey,	
which	 was	 enjoyed	 by	 all.	 Kidz	 Klub	 returned	 to	 being	 a	 weekly	 club	 for	 all	
children	 without	 any	 ‘bubbles’.	 Yearsley	 Grove	 primary	 school	 brought	 two	
groups	 for	 a	 church	 visit	 to	 St	 Andrew’s,	 which	 hasn’t	 happened	 for	 a	 few	
years,	so	re-establishing	that	connection	was	wonderful.	
	
At	 the	 request	 of	 Huntington	 Secondary	 School,	
James	 Simister	 started	 a	 new	 weekly	 lunchtime	
group	 called	 ‘Faith	 Unfolded’,	 exploring	 the	
Christian	 faith.	 It	 was	 attended	 by	 the	 same	 year	
11	boys	that	come	over	to	St	Andrew’s	after	school	
for	 football	 and	 discussions.	 Further	 contact	 with	
this	 group	 of	 up	 to	 twenty	 15-16	 year	 olds	 has	
been	developed	with	 them	coming	over	 for	a	hot	
lunch	every	fortnight	at	St	Andrew’s.		
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Sadly,	 the	 planned	 carol	 services	 in	 December	 at	 All	 Saints	 for	 Huntington	
Primary	Academy	were	cancelled	due	to	Covid-related	problems.	
	
In	the	lead	up	to	Christmas	in	December,	with	funding	from	York	City	Council	
we	 ran	 a	 ‘Lunch	 and	 Activity	 Week’	 for	 13-16	 year	 olds.	 We	 had	 26	 young	
people	attending	 in	 total	with	about	22	on	each	day.	They	arrived	at	midday	
and	we	taught	 them	to	cook	 lunch	and	then	they	ate	what	 they	cooked.	The	
afternoon	followed	with	various	fun	activities.	On	the	final	evening	we	ran	an	
evangelistic	event	with	Warren	Furman	from	‘Ace	Active’,	where	young	people	
had	the	chance	to	hear	about	Jesus	and	respond	to	His	love	for	them.	
	
Youth	Band	–	Clair	Rodgers	
We	saw	the	start	of	the	year	once	again	in	lockdown.	The	newly	formed	Youth	
Band	continued	with	online	zoom	rehearsals	every	week.	All	members	 joined	
in	with	these	and	we	were	under	the	technical	guidance	of	Andrew	Powell.		

Once	 lockdown	was	eased	we	were	able	to	follow	Covid	guidelines	and	meet	
socially	 distanced	 at	 St	 Andrew’s.	 It	 meant	 we	 could	 play	 for	 the	 first	 time	
together	as	the	Youth	Band.	We	started	to	collect	weekly	subs	at	this	point.		

George	Coultish	took	the	lead	as	drum	section	leader	and	Chloe	Parkinson	the	
brass	 section	 leader	 which	 eased	 the	 pressure	 on	 myself	 and	 Andrew,	 now	
having	four	people	to	run	the	band.		

When	we	resumed	in	September,	after	the	summer	break,	we	decided	to	meet	
fortnightly	 as	 attendance	was	 starting	 to	drop.	 It	 has	helped	 those	members	
with	 other	 commitments	 and	 since	 doing	 this	 we	 have	 had	 full	 attendance	
most	weeks.		

The	Band	took	part	in	their	first	live	performance	as	part	of	the	Remembrance	
Service	at	St	Andrew’s.	Following	on	from	this	we	took	part	in	two	fundraising	
performances.	The	first	was	at	Sleeper	Path	Christmas	Market	and	the	second	
was	a	very	successful	Christmas	concert	at	St	Andrew’s.	The	last	performance	
of	the	year	was	at	the	All	Saints	carol	concert.		

The	 dedication	 and	 enthusiasm	 from	 the	 members	 has	 been	 overwhelming	
and	we	are	so	grateful	for	all	the	help	and	support	we	have	received	from	All	
Saints	and	St	Andrew’s.	We	are	 looking	forward	to	more	performances	and	a	
successful	2022.		

	

	

21	March	2022	
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